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~~r A Good Servant of Christ Jesus IT ~~~
Scripture: 1 Timothy 4:6-10
1. Basic Characteristics of a Good Deacon (v.6)

* Remind the flock of the truth: Not only do they understand it
themselves, but they can also remind, exhort, and teach others.

* Rooted in the truth of the faith: "Educated in the words of the faith and
the good doctrines you follow."

 Application: A good deacon must first be educated himself before he can
be a help to others.

2. Self-Discipline of a Good Deacon (v.7-8)

* Reject irrelevant words and commeon opinions (v.7): Reject "worldly
nonsense" and "idle chatter."

* Focus on practicing godliness (v.7): A good deacon's focus is not on
appearances or temporary success, but on a godly life.

* Spiritual disciplines surpass physical disciplines (v.8):
o Physical disciplines have limitations (benefiting this life).

0 Godly disciplines, however, hold promises for both this life and the
next.

3. The Mission and Labor of a Good Deacon (v.9-10)

« "This is a faithful saying, worthy of all acceptance”: Emphasizes
godliness and the assurance of eternal life.

* Laboring and striving for this purpose (v.10): A good deacon is not lazy,
but rather "striving" in service.

* Hope in the Eternal God: The root of service is trust in the "eternal
God," who is "the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe."

¢ Application: The motivation for a good deacon's service is not for glory
in the eyes of men, but for trust in and hope in salvation in Christ.
4 Today's Reminders and Challenges

¢ Like Timothy, am I willing to be a good deacon of Jesus Christ, first
being instructed in the truth?

Does my spiritual practice go beyond simply focusing on external
matters to truly pursue godliness?

Am I willing to labor in my service, knowing that God is a faithful
Savior?

Conclusion: A good deacon of Jesus Christ:
¢ Holds fast to the truth and reminds the flock;
* Rejects empty talk and practices godliness;
 Serves diligently and hopes for eternal life.

May we all become "good deacons” that please the Lord until the day we
see Him face to face.
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